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REPORTS. 


BULLS  THREE  YEARS  OLD  AND  OVER. 

Wk.  F.  Wheeler,  of  Qrafton,  Chairman  ;  Charles  Bowen,  Worcester; 
Samuel  D.  Ward,  Shrevfsburj ;  Jacob  Adams,  Northbridge  ;  David 
Wight,  Jr.,  Sturbridge ;  E.  B.Tainter,  West  Brookfield ;  Marshall 
Flagg,  of  Worcester. 

The  Committee  on  Bulls,  Class  1,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  twent}'  legal  entries  AVere  madoj  a  number  unusually 
large,  and  in  their  opinion  exceeding  that  of  former  exhibi- 
tions. They  were  not  made  conscious  of  the  length  and 
breadth  of  their  field  of  labor  till  they  witnessed  within 
the  enclosures  as  noble  a  collection  of  First  Class  Bulls  as 
seldom,  if  ever  graced  a  County  show.  All  breeds  from 
the  earliest  to  the  latest  importations  had  their  represent 
tives  in  full  purity  and  grade. 

An  examination  of  the  breeds  and  pedigree  of  the  differ- 
ent animals  developed  one  fact,  characteristic  of  this  exhi> 
bition  and  worthy  of  remark.  No  Bull  was  entered  for 
premium  as  a  pure  native  nor  any  in  which  the  native 
blood  so  called  predominated.  All  were  classed  either 
among  the  Durhams,  D  evens,  Ay  re  shires,  Alderneys,  or 
Herefords.  In  each  class — except,  perhaps  the  Herefords, 
the  full  blood  animal  was  present.  From  this  fact  these  in- 
ferences were  drawn — that  the  native  stock  is  fast  becom- 
ing impregnated  with  foreign  blood;  and,  as  a  distinct  breed 
it  is  rapidly  running  out ;  that  purity  of  blood  and  a  good 
pedigree  is  the  best  inheritance  that  any  breeding 
Stock  can  receive  ;  that  the  sire  transmits  to  his  get  more 
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individuality  than  the  dam,  hence  to  insnro  success  in 
thorough  breeding  every  thing  depends  upon  the  sure 
transmission  of  the  individual  quality  of  the  sire  to  hi& 
progeny. 

Your  Committee  governed  in  a  great  degree  by  the  con- 
clusions drawn  from  these  inferences  made  their  awards. — 
In  awarding  the  premiums  to  the  best  bulls;  this  practical 
question  naturally  arose :  which  breed  is  best  adapted  to  the 
climate  and  condition  of  "Worcester  County.  As  might  be 
expected  it  remained  an  open  one,  since  circumstances  and 
locality  have  so  important  a  bearing  upon  the  question. 
They  respectfully  suggest  that  in  future  this  difficulty  be 
obviated  by  offering  a  premium  for  the  best  animal  in  each 
breed.  ^ 

After   a  protracted  examination  the  Committee  awarded 
the  four  premiums  at  their  disposal  as  follows  : 
The   First  Premimum  of  $10,   for  the  best  bull  not  under 
three  years   of  age,  to  Harvey  Dodge,  of  Sutton,  for 
his  three  years  old  full  blood  Devon. 
The    Second  Premium  of  $7,  for  the  next  best  bull  to  Mo- 
ses Smith,    of  Hardwick,  for  his  three  years  old  bull, 
one-half  Durham,  one-fourth  Hereford,  one-fourth  Na- 
tive. 
They  award  the  first  premium  of  $7  for  the  best  bull,  not 
under  two  years  of  age,  to  Wm.  Adams,    of  North 
Brookfield,  for  his  two  years  old,  three-fourths  Durham. 
The    second  premium  of  $5,  for  the  next  best  bull,  not  un- 
der two  years  of  age  to  Phineas  A.  Beaman,  of  Prince- 
ton, for  his  two  years  old,   one-half  Durham. 
Though  these   premiums  have  been  thus  awarded,  it   is 
but  justice  to  say  that  there  were  others  that  deserve  equal 
praise.     The    Committee   found  it  quite   difficult  to  make 
comparison   between   the   dilBFerent   breeds.     They  would 
therefore   call  your  attention  to  the  Jersey  Bull,  exhibited 
by  Dr.  Burnett  of  Southboro.  They  believe  that  they  never 
saw  a  finer  animal  of  that  breed.     Also  to  an  Alderney,  ex- 
hibited by  T.  P.  Curtis,  of  Worcester,  a  very  fine  animal. 
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They  hope  that  every  encouragement  will  be  given  to 
breeders  of  this  stock  that  it  may  be  brought  into  notice  as 
dairy  stock  and  soon  become  accustomed  to  this  variable 
climate  which  now  they  think,  uses  them  rather  harshly. 

They  could  speak  in  high  terms  of  commendation  of  the 
Bull  exhibited  by  Moses  Thompson,  of  New  Braintree. 
The  sire  of  this  animal  and  that  exhibited  by  Moses  Smith 
which  took  the  second  premium  was  the  same.  Both  are 
noble  specimens  of  the  Durhams  who  seem  to  do  so  well 
in  that  section  of  the  country. 

The  Committee  notice  in  this  collection  a  fine  Hereford 
exhibited  by  Ithamar  Ward,  of  Phillipston.  This  breed  is 
rapidly  gaining  the  attention  of  breeders,  at  the  present 
time.  The  Committee  would  be  glad  to  notice  individually, 
if  possible,  all  the  animals  of  this  class,  for  they  all  deserve 
praise.  They  think  that  there  was  not  one  indifferent  ani- 
mal present  to  mar  the  beauty  or  lessen  the  excellence 
of  the  whole  collection.  Finally ,  your  Committee  would 
recommend  travelling  fees  to  be  given  those  .  whose  ani- 
mals were  worthy  of  special  commendation,  and  came  from 
a  distance. 

— To  Dr.  Joseph  Burnett  for  his  Jersey. 

— To  John  Brooks,  Jr.,  for  his  Ayreshire. 

— To  Ithamar  Ward  for  his  Hereford. 

— To  Moses  Thompson,  Wm.  Watson,  Oeorge  Dunn,  for 
their  Durhams. 

— To  Peter  Harwood,  Henry  Boyles,  Sewall  Richardson, 
Henry  Johnson,  for  their  Devons  and  Grades. 

In  conclusion,  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  would 
state  that  it  was  very  gratifying  to  him,  that  unanmity  of 
opinion  so  prevailed  among  his  Committee  in  their  distri- 
bution of  premiums  and  notices  of  commendation,  that  in 
no  instance,  was  he  called  upon  to  cast  a  ballot. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  F.  WHEELER  Chairman. 
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Seth  Caldwell,  of  Barre,  Chairman  ;  Caleb  Noukse,  Bolton  ;  II.  N. 
Slater,  Webster;  Israel  Barnes,  Berlin;  Lamuert  Lamson,  Boylston  ; 
John  D.  Lovell,  West  Boylston  ;  Luiher  Hill,  Spencer. 

Your  Committee  on  2d  class  bulls  have  atteaded  the 
duty  assigned  them  and  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  r 
viz :  that  there  were  fourteen  entries  of  bulls  over  one 
year  old^.  of  different  grades,  and  generally  very  good> 
And  your  Committee  have  awarded  premium!&  as  fol- 
lows : 
For  the  best  full  blood  yearling  Durham  bull  one  year  and 

six  months  old,  to  George  H.  Barnes,  of  Berlin,  $T. 
For  best  full  blood  Devon  bull,  1  year  four  months  old   te 

Harvey   Dodge  of  Sutton,  for  his  largest  bull,  7|. 
For  best  full  blood  Ayreshire  bull^  one  year  eight  months 

old,  to  Wm.  S.  Lincoln,  of  Worcester,  $7. 
For  best  Alderney,  full  blood,  one  year  nine  months  old,  te 

Joseph  Burnett  of  Southboro,  $7. 
For  best  mixed    breed   bull,   one  year  six  months  old,  to 

George  E.  Allen  of  Barre,  $7. 
For   next  best  mixed  breed  bull  one  year  four  months  old,, 

to  Nathan  Danforth  of  Princeton,  $5, 
For  next   best  mixed   breed  bull  one  year  eleven   months 

old,  to  Marshall  J.  Maynard  of  Northboro,  $4. 
For  best  bull  calf  five  months  7  days  old^  to  William  Fames 

of  Worcester,  $3. 
Next   best  bull   calf  four  months  old,,  to  John  Brooks  Jr, 

of  Princeton,  $2. 
There  were  other  good  bulls,  but  your  Society  award  no 
other  premiums,  we  can  award  no  more. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Per  order  of  Committee 

SETH  CALDWELL,  Chairman. 
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HEIFERS,  SIXTH  CLASS. 

Wm.  Eames,  of  Worcester,  Chairman ;  Washington  Hill  Spencer ; 
Samuel  Perry,  Worcester  ;  L.  Hapgood,  of  Shrewsbury  ,  Moore  Chaffin, 
Worcester. 

Committee  on  heifers  of  6th  Class  submit  the  following 
report: 

The  whole  number  of  entries  in  this  Class  forty-five. 

Twenty-eight  yearlings  and  seventeen  calves. 

Your  Committee  after  a  careful  examination  were  near- 
ly unanimous  in  the  following  awards  : 

To  Wm.  R.  Barrett,  of  Barre  1st  premium,  of  $7,  for  his 
five-eighths  Durham  heifer,  one  year  six  months  old. 

2d  premium  to  Marshall  Flagg,  of  Worcester,  $5,  for  his 
heifer,  one  year  four  months  old,  of  mixed  breed. 

3d,  to  Harvey  Dodge  of  Sutton,  $4,  for  his  Devon  heifer 
one  year  ten  months  old. 

Heifer  Calves — 1st  premium  of  $3,  to  John  Brooks  Jr., 
of  Princeton,  for  his  3-4  Ayreshire  calf  weighing 
600  lbs. 

2d,  to  Rufus  Carter  of  Worcester,  $2,  for  his  calf  one- 
half  Alderney,  three-eighths  Durham,  one-eighth  Ayre- 
shire. 

Your  Committee  also  recommend  a  gratuity  of  $1  to 
Wm.  Eames  of  Worcester,  for  his  calf,  one-half  Devon, 
one-half  Durham,  four  months,  twenty  days  old. 

And  a  gratuity  of  $3,  to  Marshall  Flagg,  of  Worcester, 
for  three  fine  heifer  calves,  part  Durham  breed,  five  months 

old. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  EAMES. 
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JohnF.  Pond,  of  Worcester  Chairman;  Jos.  A.  Reed,  Princeton  ;  Peter 
Harwood,  Barre  ;  Marshall  Pratt,  Oxford ;  Caleb  Thayer,  Blackstone  ; 
Jonathan  Nichols,  Shrewsbury  ;  Jabez  Rice,  Worcester. 

Your  Committee  on  heifers,  have  discharged  the  duty 
assigned  them,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Their  organization  was  delayed  some  time  for  the  want 
of  punctuality  on  the  part  of  the  Chairman,  who  was 
said  to  have  been  at  the  plowing  match  instead  of  being 
among  the  heifers  where  we  should  naturally  expect  to  find 
him. 

At  a  late  hour  however,  the  Committee  met  and  organ- 
ized by  dragging  the  present  Chairman  into  the  services, 
which  fact  is  important  to  be  stated,  that  it  may  more  read- 
ily be  understood  why  the  report  is  worthy  of  no  more 
merit.  An  apology  is  deemed  due  not  only  to  the  Commit- 
tee and  contributors  but  to  the  heifers. 

They  found  a  very  large  number  of  heifers  (38)  in  num- 
ber, mostly  of  a  superior  quality.  And  your  Committee 
were  unanimous  in  regretting  they  had  no  more  premiums 
at  their  disposal. 

The  Committee  had  no  difficulty  in  awarding  the  premi- 
ums. This  remark  is  more  applicable  however,  to  the 
Chairman  than  to  the  remainder  of  the  Committee,  from 
the  fact,  that,  in  no  single  instance  was  he  called  upon  to 
give  his  casting  vote. 

There  was  however,  considerable  enquiry  and  discussion 
in  regard  to  some  singular  facts  that  appeared  on  investi- 
gation. 

The  heifers  were  generally  very  bright  looking,  so  that 
it  was  fair  to  presume  that  there  were  no  Know  Nothings 
among  them. 

It  was  however  obvious  to  the  Committee  that  the  for- 
eign element  is  making  great  encroachments  in  the  "  na- 
tive" breeds,  and  if  nothing  is  done  to  remedy  this,  the  time 
is  not   far  distant  when  our  children  will  have  nothing  but 
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foreign  milk,  and  the  American  element  will  be  no  where. 
Why,  we  even  found  American  and  foreign  calves  in  the 
same  pen,  and  hardly  distinguishable  one  from  the  other  ; 
whether  this  has  anything  to  do  with  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion or  not,  your  Committee  do  not  say,  but  one  thing  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  the  dam  of  a  very  fine  heifer, 
"Jessie''  owned  by  Joseph  Burnett  of  Southboro,  stood 
with  her  neck  crossed  over  that  of  "Jessie."  The  Com- 
mittee however,  awarded  a  premium  to  this  heifer — hence 
we  suppose  them  to  be  Fremonters.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  take  a  Presidential 
vote  among  the  heifers  it  being  supposed  that  one  of  the 
candidates  would  stand  hardly  a  fair  chance  among  the 
females. 

Owing  to  the  great  merit  of  all  the  animals,  the  Com- 
mittee were  compelled  to  adjourn,  and  on  re-assembling, 
made  up  their  minds  that  the  heifers  had  not  probably, 
been  plowed  with  in  their  absence. 

Thirty-eight  animals  were  entered  for  premiums  and  ex- 
amined by  your  Committee,  after  which  they  awarded  the 
premiums  as  follows  : 

To  Marshal  J.  Maynard  of  Northboro,  the  1st  premium 
of  $7  for  the  best  three  years  old  heifer  having  had  a 
calf. 

To  Wm.  R.  Barrett  of  Barre,  for  the  next  best,  $6. 

To  Jos.  A.  Reed  of  Princeton  for  the  next  best,  $4. 

To  Marshal  J.  Maynard  of  Northboro,  the  1st  premium 
for  the  best  two  years  old  heifer  having  had  a  calf,  $7. 

To  Amos  Wright  of  West  Boylston,  for  the  next  best  $6. 

To   Nath.    P.  Gates    of  Worcester  for  the  next  best,  $4. 

To  Joseph  Burnett  of  Southboro,  the  1st  premium  for 
the  best  two  years  old  heifer  "Jessie"  not  having  had 
a  calf  $4. 

To  Wm.  Robinson  Jr.,  of  Barre,  for  the  next  best  $3. 

Your  Committee  were  unanimous  in  deciding  that, 

Wm.  W.  Watson  of  Princeton,  Samuel  Ellsworth  of  Bar- 
re,  Nathan  B.  Reed   of  Princeton,  John  Brooks   Jr.,    of 
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Princeton,  Nathan  Danforth  of  Pinceton,  Henry  Boyles  of 
Princeton,  and  C.   H.    Ball  of  Boylston,  were    entitled  to 
indemnity  for  travel  for  one  animal  each,  and  Wm.  W.  Wat- 
son of  Princeton,  for  travel,for  one  additional  animal. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  F.  POND. 
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Joseph  Bruce  of  Grafton,  CAairman  ;  Wm.  M.  Bickford,  Worcester: 
John  Field,  do  ;  Eli  B.  Lamson,  do;  Geo.  A.  Chamberlain,  do;  Wm.  T. 
Merrifield,  do  ;  Chas.  Brigham,  Grafton  ;  John  A.  Dana,  Worcester; 
Amory  Holman,  Bolton 

The  Committee  on  Working  Oxen,  have  attended  the 
duty  assigned  them  and  report — that  twenty-seven  yoke  of 
oxen  were  entered  for  the  Society's  premiums,  and 
one  yoke  of  oxen  for  exhibition  only,  and  twenty-two 
yoke  appeared  on  the  ground  to  engage  in  the  contest. 
And  your  Committee  after  a  careful  and  perplexing  exam- 
ination have  awarded  the  premiums  as  follows,  viz  : 
The  first  premium  of  $10,  to  Harvy  Putnam  of  Oxford,  for 

his  six  year  old  Native  Oxen. 
The  second  premium  of  $8,  to  W.  D.  Ball  of  Boylston,  for 

his  five  year  old,  half  Holderness  Oxen. 
The  third  premium  of  $7,  to  Henry   Boyles  of  Princeton, 

for  his  five  year  old  Native  Oxen. 
The  fourth  premium  of  $6,  to  Anson  Warren,  of  Westboro' 

for  his  four  year  old  half  Durham  Oxen. 
The  fifth  premium  of  $5,  to  N.  B.  Reed  of  Princeton,  for 

his  four  year  old  Durham  and  Devon  Oxen. 
The  sixth  premium  of  $4,  to  Calvin  Nourse  of  Grafton,  for 

his  five  year  old  Native  Oxen. 
The  seventh  premium  of  $3,  to  Joseph  P.  Reed  of  Prince- 

ton,  for  his  five  year  old  Holderness  Oxen. 
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Your  Committee  award  the  first  premium  of  $3^  for  the 
most  skillful  driver,  to  W.  D.  Ball  of  Boylston. 

And  the  second  premium  of  $2,  to  E.  E.  Carpenter,  of 
Charlton. 

The  work  was  performed  upon  the  ground  owned  by  the 
Society.  The  animals  were  attached  to  a  cart  loaded  with 
5000  pounds,  and  in  consequence  of  the  late  rains  render- 
ing the  ground  exceedingly  soft,  the  work  was  much  hard- 
er for  the  teams,  yet  they  moved  forward  and  backward  in 
such  manner  as  to  satisfy  the  Committee  that  they  had 
been  trained  by  skillful  drivers,  although  in  some  instances 
more  use  was  made  of  the  whip  than  the  Committee  could 
approve. 

The  Committee  would  not  omit  to  make  mention  that 
much  praise  is  due  to  those  competitors  who  failed  to  se- 
cure premiums.  Many  of  them  performed  the  work  so 
•well  that  the  Committee  had  much  difficulty  in  satisfying 
themselves  which  were  justly  entitled  to  receive  the  prem- 
iums, the  work  being  so  nearly  equal. 

The  Committee  notice  with  much  pleasure  the  fine  yoke 
of  oxen,  one  Native  the  other  Devon,  the  one  five  and  the 
other  six  years  old,  entered  for  exhibition  only,  and  owned 
by  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital.  They  were  well  matched, 
and  of  a  most  beautiful  color,  being  dark  red.  They  were 
placed  upon  the  cart  and  performed  the  work  exceedingly 
well,  and  the  Committee  think  that  their  appearance  added 
much  to  this  department  of  our  Cattle  Show. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  BRUCE,  Chairman, 
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STEERS  OF  THREE  YEARS  OLD. 


Joseph  Davis,  of  Templeton,  Chairman  ;  Thos.  Bond,  Boylston  ;  Cur- 
tis N«wton,  Southboro  ;  Nath'l  Dodge,  Sutton  ;  Nathan  Rice,  Oakham  ; 
D.  F.  Parmenter,  Holden,  and  L.  S.   VVheelock,   Bolton. 

There  were  eight  yoke  of  steers  reported  to  us  as  com- 
petitors, belonging  to  the  following  individuals,  viz : 
One  yoke,  Elijah  L.  Case  of    Grafton,  Native  breed. 
^^         ^^         Harvey    Putnam,  of   Oxford,  of  one-fourth 
Ayreshire,  one-fourth  Devon. 
Wm.  W.  Watson   of  Princeton,  of  Durham. 
Simon  Carpenter  of  Charlton,  Native. 
Wm.    Coe,  Worcester,  part  Durham. 
John  M.  Forbes,  Boylston,  one-half  Devon. 
A.  B.  Stockwell,  of  Sutton,  one-half  Devon. 
Nathan    B.    Reed,    of   Princeton,    one-half 
Devon. 
All  of  which  were  upon  the  ground,  as  competitors,  ex- 
cepting  one  yoke,  belonging  to  Elijah  L.  Case  of  Grafton. 
The  Committee  regretted  not  to  find  the  competitors  more 
numerous.  Although  the  numbers  were  small,  yet  the  quali- 
ty  was  such   as  to  compensate  in  some  measure,  for  the 
want  of  a  greater  number. 

The  labor  performed  by  each  and  every  team,  was  done 
in  a  very  creditable  manner. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  to  make  mention,  in  par- 
ticular, of  the  manner  in  which  the  cattle  belonging  to 
Mr.  John  M.  Forbes,  of  Boylston,  accomplished  their  task, 
also  of  the  manner,  in  which  they  were  driven. 

The  Committee  were  highly  pleased  with  their  drawing 
and  especially  with  their  backing,  all  of  which  was  per- 
formed without  whipping,  or  hallo,  and  they  would  recom- 
mend all  teamsters  in  the  habit  of  whipping,  to  take  a  sam- 
ple of  the  driving  of  Mr.  Forbes'  cattle,  for  their  pattern 
and  improvement. 
The  Committee  therefore  award  the  1st  premium  of  $8  to 
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Mr.  John  M.  Forbes  of  Boylston. 
The  2d,    of  $7  to  Simon  Carpenter  of  Charlton. 

"  3d,    of  6  to  A.  B.  Stockwell    of  Sutton. 

"  4th,  of  5  to  Nathan  B.  Eeed  of  Princeton. 

"  5th,  of   3  to  Harvey  Putnam  of  Oxford. 

"  6th,  of    2  to  Wm.  W.  Watson  of  Princeton. 

The  Committee  also  recommend  that  there  be  a  gratuity 
of  $2  paid  to  Mr.  Wm.  Coe  of  Worcester,  for  the  accepta- 
ble manner,  in  which  his  cattle  performed  their  work. 

The  Committee  feel  it  their  duty  before  closing  their  re- 
port, to  advert  once  more  to  the  subject  of  whipping :  they 
are  decidedly  of  the  opinion,  that  cattle  can  be  trained  to 
do  their  work  as  well,  if  not  better,  without  the  con- 
stant use  of  the  whip  as  with  it,  and  they  believe  that  one- 
half,  if  not  three-fourths,  of  all  whipping  done,  is  without 
reflection,  and  they  do  most  earnestly  recommend  that  the 
good  proverb  may  not  be  lost  sight  of,  that  ^^  a  merciful 
man  is  merciful  to  his  heasty 

All  of  which  respectfully  submitted, 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

JOSEPH  DAYIS,  Chairman. 
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Henry  Keith, Grafton,  Chairman;  Jerome  Gardner,  of  Harvard,  Levi 
L.  Flagg,  of  Boylston,  Pbineas  H,  Harlow,  of  Harvard,  and  Joseph 
Bruce,  of  Grafton. 

The  Committee  on  Steers  under  three  years  old,  having 
attended  to  their  duty,  ask  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report. 

Of  two  year  olds  there  were  but  five  entries,  and  we 
award  the  four  premiums  as  follows  : 

First  premium  to  Simon  Carpenter  of  Charlton,         $6 

Second  premium  to  John  M.  Forbes  of  Boylston,       5 
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Third  premium  to  William  W.  Watson  of  Princeton,  4 
Fourth  premium  to  Nath.  C.  Moore  of  Worcester,      3 
The  three  premiums  on  yearling  steers  broken  to  the 
yoke,  were  awarded  as  follows  : 

First  premium  to  Alpheus  Davis  of  Charlton,  $5 

Second  premium  to  David  Fisk  of  Grafton,  4 

Third  premium  to  Nath.  C.  Moore  of  Worcester,         3 
The  two  premiums  on  yearling  steers  not  broken  to  the 
yoke,  were  awarded  as  follows  : 

First  premium  to  Henry  Boyles  of  Princeton,  $4 

Second  premium  to  Alpheus  Davis  of  Charlton,  2 

There  were  ten  entries  of  this  class. 
There   were  five  entries  for  the  two  premiums  on  steer 
calves,  and  they  were  awarded  as  follows  : 

First  premium  to  Phineas  A.  Beaman  of  Princeton,  $3 
Second  premium  to  E.  W.  Wheeler,  of  Worcester,    2. 
W.  W.  Watson  of  Princeton,   exhibited  a  pair  of   very 
handsome  calves,  and  in  the  opinion  of  a  part  of  the   Com- 
mittee were  thought  to  be  equal  to  either  of  the  successful 
competitors. 

In  breeding  cattle  for  the  yoke,  it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  secure  a  decided  breed,  that  will  produce  ani- 
mals of  uniform  size,  color  and  form.  We  all  know  how 
vexatious  it  is  to  raise  steers  year  after  year  and  ride  hun- 
dreds of  miles  to  get  mates  for  them.  The  introduction  of 
pure  blooded  animals  from  Europe,  by  liberal  importations 
of  the  Massachusetts  Society  for  promoting  Agriculture,  and 
public  spirited  individuals,  has  lessened  this  trouble  and  ex- 
pense. The  Devons,  Herefords,  Durhams  and  Ayreshires,  are 
to  be  found  in  almost  every  town  in  the  state  ;  and  whether 
full  bloods  or  grades,  show  strong  similiarity.  If  working 
oxen  were  the  only  object  to  the  farmers  of  this  Connty, 
we  would  recommend  a  cross  ef  the  Devons  with  the  Here- 
fords, but  as  we  want  our  heifers  for  milch  cows,  we  would 
prefer  a  cross  of  the  Devons  or  Ayreshires  with  the  Dur- 
hams  or  the  best  of  our  Native  stock,  to  full  bloods  of  either 
breed.     The  ox  for  the  yoke  is  and  always  must  be,  from 
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the  nature  of  our  soil,  of  great  importance  to  the  farmer  of 
this  County  :  beauty  of  form  and  color  are  desirable  ;  a 
compact  round  body,  deep  broad  chest,  straight  back,  fair 
length  of  leg,  bones  not  too  large,  well  developed  muscles, 
clear  bright  pleasant  eye,  fine  mellow  skin  and  hair,  and 
weight  at  six  years  old  about  3200  pounds  to  the  pair. 
These  perfections  give  strength,  activity,  and  endurance, 
large  size  does  not,  they  are  more  liable  to  accident  and 
not  so  free  in  their  movements,  and  as  a  general  rule,  not 
so  desirable,  or  profitable  as  the  medium  sized  ox.  We 
think  that  too  much  has  been  reckoned  on  the  large  year- 
lings, and  two  year  old  steers  which  have  b^Dcn  presented 
for  premium:  it  has  too  often  been  the  case  when  our  object 
has  been  to  improve  our  working  oxen,  we  have  given  our 
preference  to  those  steers,  of  uncommon  size  ;  whose  fat 
sides  have  taken  the  fancy  of  our  eye,  and  only  exhibited 
such  perfections  as  were  desirable  for  the  shambles.  It  is 
too  often  the  case  that  the  steers  which  win  our  prizes 
never  appear  either  in  the  plow  field  or  at  the  trial  of 
working  oxen.  This  ought  not  to  be.  The  steers  which 
ought  to  receive  our  commendation  should  be  only  such  as 
show   those  qualities  that  will   make  useful  and   valuable 

oxen. 

HENRY  R.  KEITH. 
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Rejoice    Newtov,  of  Worcester,    Chair  mam  ;    Joshua   W.  Leland  of 

Grafton  ;  Franklin  Farnum,  ol"  Charlton  ;  Dana  ; Davia. 

The  Committee  on  sheep,  being  without  a  Chairman  took 
the  liberty  of  pressing  one  into  the  service. 

They   awarded  to  Harvey   Putnam,  of  Oxford,  the  first 

premium  of  $5  for  the  best  long  wool  buck. 
To  Charles  Bo  wen,  of  Worcester,  they  awarded  the  sec- 
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Olid  premium  of  $2  for  the  next  best. 
They  awarded  to  John  F.  Clark  of  Worcester,  the  third 

premium,  of  $1  to  the  next  best. 
For  the  best  lot  of  long  wool  ewes,  not  less  than  four 
in  number,  taken  from  a  flock  of  not  less  than  eight, 
they  award  the  first  premium  of  $6  to  John  F.  Clark,  of 
Worcester.  For  the  next  best  lot,  they  award  the 
second  premium  of  $5  to  Asa  F.  Rice,  of  Worcester. 
And  for  the  next  best  lot,  they  award  the  third  pre- 
mium $2  to  Marshall  Pratt  of  Oxford. 

For   the  best   cosset   ewe  they  award  the  first  premium 

of  $3  to  Marshall  Pratt,  of  Oxford. 
With  very  few  exceptions,  the  sheep  exhibited  show  but 
little  attention  to  an  improvement  in  the  breeds. 

REJOICE  NEWTON,  Chairman. 
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Giles  Whitney,  WinchendoD,  Chairman;  Chenery  Abbott,  Holden  ; 
Estes  Smith,  Worcester  ;  Horace  Jewett,  Sterling  ;  Edward  Waters,  Mill- 
bury  ;  Waterman  A .  Fisher,  Worcester. 

The  Committee   on  poultry  have  awarded  the  1st    pre- 
mium of  $4  to  C.  H.  H.  Ball,   of  Boylston,  for  his  lot 
five  turkeys,  fifteen  weeks  old,  one-half  wild. 
The  2d  premium  of  $3  to  Charles  Wesson,  of  Worcester; 
for  his  lot  of  five  turkeys,  four  months  old,  one-fourth 
wild. 
The    3d   premium  of  $2   was   awarded  to  Henry   Day, 
of  Northboro,   for  his  lot,  three  months  old,  breed  not 
stated. 
S.  M.  Levering,  of  Worcester,  was  the  only  competitor 
lor   ducks.     And  we   have   awarded  to  him  the  premium 
$1  for  his  lot  of  four  ducks,  common  (white),  three  months 
and  fifteen  days  old. 
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N'.  B.  Flagg,  of  Shrewsbury,  was  the  only  competitor  for 
the  premium  on  geese,  and  we  have  awarded  to  him,  for 
his  Bremen  and  common  geese,  three  months  and  a  half 
old,  two  lots,  the  first  premium  of  $4. 

There  was  a  very  large  collection  ot  dunghill  fowls,  and 
the  Committee  were  obliged  to  examine  with  much  care, 
before  coming  to  a  conclusion. 

They  have  awarded  the  first  premium  of  $5  to  B.  H. 
Kinney,  of  Worcester,  for  his  very  large  collection  of 
various  kinds  of  dunghill  fowls. 

2d  premium  of  $4  to  S.  M.  Levering,  of  Worcester,  for 
his  lot  of  fowls,  four  months  old,  common  breed 

3d  premium  of  $3  to  James  A.  Rockwood,  of  Upton,  for 
hiaiot,  eighteen  in  number  of  black  Spanish  fowls,  three  to 
five  months  old. 

They  recommend  a  gratuity  of  $1  to  S.  H.  Colton,  of 
Worcester,  for  his  lot  of  black  Spanish  fowls,  four  months 
old,  and  a  gratuity  of  $1  to  A.  Peaslee  of  Worcester,  his  lot 
of  golden  Pheasants,  four  months  old. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

in  behalf  of  the  Committee, 
GILES  H.  WHITNEY,  Ghairinan. 
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George  S.  Taft,  Uxbridge,  Chairman  ;  Newell  Moore,  Holden  ;  Joel 
Pratt,  Sterling  ;  George  W.  Rugg,  Worcester  ;  John  Jaques,  Worcester  ; 
Heary  Stratton,  Holden  ;  Albert  Kelly,  Auburn. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  : 

With  instinctive  modesty  I  appear  before  you   cc  -day, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  swine. 

Deeply  do  I   feel   the   responsibilties  of  the  position   1 
have  unwittingly;  and  I  fear  unwisely  assumed,  but  gentle- 
2 
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men  relying  upon  your  well  known  courtesy^  as  a  mantle 
for  any  sins  of  omission  or  commission,  of  which  I  might 
be  guilty,  I  have  endeavored  faithfully  and  to  the  best  of 
my  ability  to  discharge  the  task  which  your  kindness  has 
assigned  me. 

It  is  beyond  all  question  a  very  awkward  predicament  for 
one  to  be  placed  in,  to  be  invited  out  to  a  dinner  or  eve- 
ning party,  and  when  the  ices  or  jellies  have  disappeared 
to  receive  a  quiet  intimation  from  host,  or  hostess  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when  he  is  expected  to  be  exceedingly 
funny.  Such  a  hint,  however,  deliberately  administered, 
would  chill  the  heart  of  the  merriest,  and  banish  every 
thought  of  jest  or  humor,  unless,  Hke  the  farmer's  farrow 
cow  the  luckless  individual  possesses  the  faculty  of  never 
drying  up,  but  is  ever  prepared  to  give  down  fun,  frolic 
and  comical  stories  the  whole  year  round. 

And  here  let  me  say,  that  I  discover  a  strong  analogy 
between  the  position  I  have  attempted  to  describe  and  that 
occupied  by  your  Chairman  at  the  present  moment. 

The  traditions  of  the  past,  the  hallowed  usages  of  days 
gone  by,  all  point  to  the  report  of  the  pig  Committee,  as 
the  peculiar  and  proper  vehicle  for  fun  in  the  celebration  of 
our  Society.  Prosy  we  dare  not  be,  if  it  can  possibly  be 
avoided ;  merry  we  would  be,  if  it  can  be  accomplished^ 
but  the  tricksy  spirit  who  inspires  with  wit  and  humor,  is 
coy  indeed,  and  comes  not  always  at  our  bidding,  woo  we 
ever  so  earnestly.  Wit,  fun  and  frolic  are  like  dew-drops 
that  sparkle  and  glitter  in  the  bright  sun  of  the  present  mo- 
ment ;  sprite-like  they  come  and  go,  whence  or  whither  we 
know  not. 

With  the  earnest  aspiration,  that  my  invocation  to  the 
deity  of  fun,  that  she  will  grant  to  me  a  few  ideas  which 
may  interest  or  amuse  you,  will  be  kindly  answered,  I  pro- 
ceed with  the  subject  before  me. 

Historically,  socially  and  gastronomically  the  pig  de- 
mands our  careful  attention. 

His  connection   with   commerce,   with  the   cuisine  and 
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even  with  the  great  interest  of  fire  insurance,  have  all 
made  him  an  object  of  particular  regard. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  Celestial  Empire,  as  we  leanv 
from  the  veracious  writings  of  the  witty  and  voracious  es- 
sayist, Charles  Lamb, — a  wealthy  Chinaman  was  so  unfort- 
unate as  to  have  his  dwelling  destroyed  by  fire.  Prowling 
around  the  smoking  ruins  and  seeking  to  save  some  of  his 
valuables  which  the  conflagration  might  have  spared — his 
hand  came  in  contact  with  the  smoking  remains  of  a  poor 
pig  who  had  perished  in  the  flames  ;  instantly,  smart- 
ing with  pain  he  carried  his  hands  to  his  mouth — when  a 
peculiar  flavor  greeted  his  palate,  such  as  the  gods  (Chi- 
nes6  ones  I  mean  of  course)  might  in  vain  have  sighed 
for  ;  regardless  of  pain  he  applied  himself  once  more,  and 
drew  forth  from  the  smoking  cinders  the  remains  of 
the  pig  ;  carefully  brushing  off  the  ashes  he  regales  him- 
self with  the  feast  before  him,  but  closely  preserved  the 
secret  he  had  learned.  In  a  few  short  months  however, 
the  taste  for  roast  pig  came  back  so  strong  that  John  Chi- 
naman's house  burned  down  again  and  again  w^as  a  pig 
found  in  the  ashes.  This  was  repeated  so  often  that  the 
neighbors  grew  suspicious  and  watched  until  they  ascer- 
tained that  the  reason  for  the  conflagration  was  the  feast 
that  invariably  followed.  Once  out,  the  secret  spread  like 
wild  fire  ;  every-hill  top  shone  with  the  flames  of  a  burn- 
ing habitation,  every  valley  was  blackened  with  the  ashes 
of  a  homestead,  but  roast  pig  was  dearer  to  the  Chinaman 
than  home  or  honor,  and  still  the  work  of  destruction  w^ent 
on. 

Alarmed  at  a  course  which  bid  fair  to  ruin  every  insur- 
ance office  in  the  empire,  the  Directors  petitioned  in  a 
body  to  the  General  Court  of  China  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  which  should  arrest  the  evil  and  avert  their  threatened 
ruin,  and  a  careful  examination  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
China  would  probably  show  stringent  prohibitions  against 
the  crime    of  burning  houses  for  the  sake  of  roasting  pigs. 

Since  the  invention  of  the  modern  cook  stove   however. 
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although  incendiarism  has  decreased,  only  in  a  sHght  dc^ 
gree^  still  it  has  ceased  to  be  attributable  to  this  cause^  and 
a  juicy  crackling  is  no  longer  suggestive  of  fallen  rafters 
or  a  houseless  family. 

There  is  an  old  adage^  "  give  a  dog  a  bad  name  and  his 
ruin  is  accomplished.'^  Such  may  be  true  of  the  canine 
race;  but  the  noble  family  of  animals^  of  which  I  am  treat- 
ing furnishes  a  striking  illustration  that  the  proverb  applies 
not  to  their  numbers. 

A  goose^it  is  said  sared  lordly  Eome  by  his  cackling^  and 
had  not  their  list  of  divinities  just  then  been  full^  a  grateful 
people  would  have  found  for  him^  a  sedgy  pond  and  quiet 
nest,  in  Olympus.  How  did  the  ancestors  of  that  same 
people  repay  the  pig  for  a  service  scarcely  less  important  ? 

The  veriest  smatterer  in  the  classics,  knows,  that  when 
from  flaming  Troy,  Eneas,  the  great  Anchises  bore,  seek- 
ing in  strange  lands  a  new  home  for  his  conquered  people^ 
a  white  sow,  attended  by  thirty  white  little  pigs,  pure  a» 
herself,  pointed  otit  to  him  the  seat  of  his  future  empire. 
But  what  did  he  and  his  people  do  for  the  pig  in  turn?  Did 
they  load  him  with  honors?  Did  they  cherish  him  with  corn? 
Did  they  treat  him  with  respect  ?  No  !  with  a  black  ingrati- 
tude which  still  merits  the  indignation  of  every  admirer  of 
the  pig,  they  affixed  to  the  animal,  the  apellation  of  "por- 
ous,'' and  poor  cuss  the  pig  would  have  been  to  the  present 
day,  had  not  the  Latin  tongue  long  since  ceased  to  be  the 
language  of  the  world.  But  poor  cuss,  he  is  no  longer. 
When  in  Worcester  County  he  spurns  his  classic  name, 
and  adopting  the  vernaculer, — grows  the  whole  hog — that 
he  may  pork  us  in  return  for  the  care  which  we  bestow 
upon  him. 

For  the  sake  of  our  farmers  who  are  anxious  to  make  a 
profit  from  pig  raising,  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  that  the 
thirty  at  a  litter  breed,  already  alluded  to,  has  disappear- 
ed from  the  face  of  the  earth.  Breeding  swine,  with 
such  a  rate  of  increase  must  be  almost  as  profitable  as 
shaving  notes  at  two  per  cent  a  month,  but  still  the  im- 
pression is  irresistably  forced   upon  us  that  in  a  family  so 
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numerous,  those  who  come  last  to  dinner,  at  least  in  their 
infant  days,  would  not  have  gained  flesh  very  rapidly. 
Indeed  in  such  a  family  it  would  seem  almost  impossible 
to  dispense  with  the  services  of  a  wet  nurse,  in  order  to 
bring  up  profitably  the   rising  generation. 

The  course  of  the  pig,  like  that  of  the  Star  of  Empire  has 
ever  tended  westward.  From  China  we  have  traced  him 
to  Italy,  the  gloomy  mountains  of  the  Hartz,  the  broad 
plains  of  Westphalia,  the  fertile  valleys  of  France,  and  the 
waving  forests  of  *^merrie  England-^  have  all  known  him 
since  the  days  when  their  bold  barons  and  hungry  retain- 
ers sat  down  to  feast  on  the  juicy  chine  of  the  wild  boar, 
and  the  savory  haunch  of  venison. 

In  green  Erin,  piggy  has  been  an  important  member  of 
isociety;  true  he  has  shared  his  master's  meal  and  basked 
in  the  comfortable  warmth  of  his  cabin,  but,  like  a  ^'gintle- 
mon"  as  he  is,  he  has  ever  paid  the  ^^rint,''  and  Saint  Pat- 
rick in  the  plenitude  of  his  power  and  influence  never 
saw  the  day  he  could  have  banished  him  from  that  gem  of 
the  ocean. 

"When  the  pig  first  crossed  to  this  western  world  remains 
in  doubt. 

Whether  he  came  with  the  Pilgrims,  pressing  with  the  foot 
of  a  pioneer  the  blarney  stone  of  New  England,  and  scan- 
ning with  fearless  eye  the  cheerless  prospect  before 
him,  or  whether,  regardless  of  liberty  of  conscience,  and 
careful  only  of  his  own  comfort,  he  waited  till  the  first  toils 
and  trials  of  a  new  settlement  had  been  met  and  overcome, 
we  have  no  record ;  enough  for  us  that  he  is  here  ;  how, 
or  when  he  came  conceras  us  noL  He  is  among  us  and  of 
us.  From  souse  to  sausage  we  have  loved  him  ;  from  ham 
to  harslet  we  have  honored  him*,  from  chine  to  chops  we 
have  cherished  him.  The  care  we  have  shown  him  has 
been  repaid  an  hundred  fold.  He  has  loaded  our  tables 
and  lighted  our  firesides,  and  smiling  plenty  has  followed  in 
his  footsteps,  where  hungry  famine  would  have  stalked  in 
lais  absence. 
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But  still  farther  towards  the  setting  sun  has  been  the 
arena  of  the  pigs  greatest  triumphs^  there  have  been  the 
fields  of  his  widest  influence. 

Beneath  the  vast  forests  of  Ohio^  raining  to  the  ground 
their  yearly  harvests  of  mast^  through  her  broad  corn- 
fields;  stretching  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see — he  has  roamed 
and  fed,  and  fattened.  From  him  and  the  commercial 
interests  he  has  mainly  contributed  to  establish,  has  grown 
a  mighty  state  scarcely  second  to  any  in  this  confederacy — 
from  his  ashes  has  arisen  a  new  order  in  society — the 
Bristleocracy  of  the  Great  West. 

A  broad  levee  bustling  with  business,  lofty  and  spacious 
stores  and  slaughter  houses,  crowded  pens,  and  a  river 
bearing  on  its  bosom  steamboats  in  fleets,  all  attest  the 
influence  which  the  pig  has  exerted  on  the  agricultural  and 
commercial  interests  of  the  great  state  of  Ohio.  He  has 
filled  the  coffers  of  her  bankers,  and  has  bought  the  silks 
which  cover  her  belles ;  he  has  built  the  beautiful  palaces 
which  adorn  the  Queen  city  of  the  west,  and  has  fed  the 
princely  luxury  of  those  who  inhabit  them.  There  he  is 
almost  an  object  of  worship — and  his  possession  is  consid- 
ered as  about  equivalent  to  a  patent  of  nobility.  Fancy 
dimly  paints  the  picture,  when  a  few  years  hence,  the 
wealthy  pork  merchant,  who  justly  boasts  his  numerous 
quarterings,  shall  in  the  true  spirit  of  heraldry,  paint  on  the 
pannel  of  his  carriage,  and  the  escutcheon  over  his  door- 
way, a  lustrous  shield  bearing  in  brilliant  colors  a  single 
pig — his  bristles  all  rampant,  his  tail  closely  curlant  and  his 
mouth  widely  opant,  till  the  lions,  the  griffins,  and  the 
unicorns  of  the  old  world  shall  fade  into  insignificance  be- 
fore the  heraldic  devices  of  the  new. 

What  shall  be  the  device,  when  in  future  ages  the  "bar 
sinister"  comes  to  sully  an  escutcheon  so  fair,  we  leave  lor 
other  and  deeper  students  of  heraldiy  to  determine. 

But  in  this  somewhat  lengthy  disquisition,  into  which  we 
have  been  almost  insensibly  betrayed — it  is  so  easy  to  slip 
along  where  there  is  something  to  lead  the  way — we  have 


SWINE.  23 

too  long  forgotten  the  matters  committed  to  our  care — the 
pigs  presented  at  this  exhibition,  and  the  award  of  premi- 
ums for  the  same. 

Collected  here  upon  your  grounds, 

We  have  diligently  scanned 

That  numerous  host  which  represents 

The  fatness  of  the  land. 

We  have  seen  the  pigs  in  childhood, 

Aye  more  than  we  could  count, 

Eagerly  seeking  sustenance. 

From  the  maternal  fount. 

We  have  seen  the  race  of  roasters, 

Just  old  enough  to  try 

The  beauties  of  that  sweet  advice, 

"Root  little  pig,  or  die." 

And  further  still  advanced  in  life, 

With  sleek  and  shiny  coats, 

We  have  seen,  and  seeing  have  admired, 

Some  lusty  groups  of  shoats. 

So  too  the  mothers  of  the  bands 

Have  been,  our  eyes,  before. 

And  a  sturdy  father  showed  hie  snout, 

But  we  voted  him  a  boar. 

Pig,  hog,  and  shoat,  a  countless  throng, 

The  little  and  the  big. 

We  have  had  them  all  before  us — 

The  dynasty  of  the  pig. 

But  enough  of  all  these  generals, 

I  think  I  hear  you  say, 

Pray  give  us  now  in  detail, 

What  you  have  done  to-day. 
Tell  briefly  as  is  possible. 

Who  are  the  lucky  men, 

That  have  taken  all  the  premiums, 

And  we'll  leave  contented  then. 

We  bow  with  humble  deference — 

Your  pardon  we  implore, 

'Tis  no  more  than  we  expected. 

To  gain  the  name  of  bore. 

Yet  we've  used  our  best  ability. 

To  act  your  bidding  well, 

And  in  good,  old,  honest  Saxon  prose, 

Our  doings  I  will  tell. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant^  after  a  somewhat 
longer  delay  than  is  usual  in  such  cases,  your  Committee 
assembled  on  the  gi'ounds,  and  filling  the  vacancies  occas- 
ioned by  the  absence  of  several  of  the  originally  appointed 
Simon  Pures — of  the  Committee — introduced  themselves 
to  a  much  larger  number  of  swine  than  is  usually  col- 
lected in  the  Pens  of  the  Society,  and  forthwith  proceeded 
to  examine  and  institute  comparisons  between  them. 

For  the  premium  offered  for  the  best  boar  not  less  than 
two  years  old — no  competitor  appeared,  so  of  course  the 
$8  offered,  will  remain  yet  awhile  longer  in  the  treasury  of 
the  Society. 

For  the  best  boar  under  two  years,  but  not  less  than  five 
months  old,  the  first  premium  of  $5— ;-was  awarded  to 
William  F.  Wheeler — of  Grafton,  for  his  Suffolk  Boar. 

For  the  next  best  the  second  premium  of  $3,  was 
awarded  to  Elbridge  Hewitt,  of  Worcester — for  his  Boar  of 
Mixed  breed. 

Mr.  Thomas  Drew — drawn  by  a  g-enerous  and  commend- 
able interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock, 
presented  two  splendid  boars — one  of  one  year  and  four 
months,  and  the  other  of  five  months  and  ten  days,  which 
drew  the  universal  attention  and  commanded  the  general 
admiration  of  all  who  saw  them. 

The  Committee  voted  unanimously  that,  so  far  as  beauty 
was  concerned,  the  oldest  of  the  two  was  decidedly  the 
finest  animal  of  the  class  submitted  to  their  observation — 
but  certain  points  about  him — pardon  the  error — ^he  was 
altogether  too  fat  to  present  any  points — certain  consider- 
ations respecting  his  size,  &c — prevented  him  from  stand- 
ing high  up  in  the  good  graces  of  the  Committee,  and 
though  we  all  loved  to  spy  out  and  examine  his  numerous 
beauties — still  he  drew  no  premium — but  the  chairman  re- 
ceived the  fullest  permission  to  lay  on  in  unlimited  thick- 
ness the  soft  sawder  of  well  merited  praise. 

Of  class  16 — breeding  sows  not  less  than  two  years  old, 
having  had  at  least  two  litters  of  pigs,  only  one  entry  was 
made  which  came  within  the  rules  of  the  society. 
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Mr.  Marshall  Pratt,  of  Oxford,  presented  a  fine  animal 
who  justly  rejoiced  in  being  the  mother  of  twenty-seven 
legitimate  descendants — bone  of  her  bone  and  flesh  of  her 
flesh — and  to  Mr.  Pratt,  we  awarded  the  first  premium  of 
eight  dollars. 

Mr.  Thomas  Drew,  likewise,  had  a  beautiful  animal  of 
this  class  upon  the  ground — but  he  had  drawn  her  from 
Norfolk  County,  too  great  a  distance  to  entitle  her  to  a  pre- 
mium under  the  rules  of  the  Society,  and  we  were  obliged 
to  restrain  our  disposition  to  be  generous  with  the 
Society^s  funds  and  content  ourselves  with  sincere  and  will- 
ing praise. 

Under  class  17 — Mr.  Eufus  Carter,  of  Worcester,  pre- 
sented the  finest  animal  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee — 
and  to  Mr.  Carter,  was  assigned  the  first  premium  of  $6, 
for  his  breeding  soav  of  Mixed  breed.  The  second  pre- 
mium of  $5,  was  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  E.  Young  of  AVorcester, 
for  his  Essex  and  Lancaster  sow ;  and  the  third  premium 
of  $3  to  Mr.  Elbridge  Hewitt  of  Worcester,  for  his  sow  of 
Mixed  breed. 

Mr.  Thomas  Drew,  and  Mr.  Harvey  Dodge  had  each  upon 
the  grounds,  fine  animals  of  this  class,  all  of  the  Suffolk 
breed,  but  Suflfolks  were  not  the  dodge  with  the  Commit- 
tee and  none  of  these  animals  drew  premiums. 

Three  premiums  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Com- 
mittee, for  class  18 — ^but  there  were  only  two  entries  under 
this  class,  and  one  of  these  the  Committee  did  not  think 
worthy  of  any  premium.  The  eight  weaned  pigs  presented 
by  Mr.  Harvey  Dodge,  of  Sutton  were  such  beautiful  ani- 
mals  however,  that  in  the  absence  of  all  real  competition, 
the  Committee  were  unanimous  in  their  award  of  the 
highest  premium  of  $8  to  their  gentlemanly  owner. 

Authority  was  given  us  to  award  only  one  premium  for 
sucking  pigs.  This  we  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Lyman  Pierce  of 
West  Boylston,  whose  sucking  pigs,  ten  in  number,  stood 
decidedly  before  any  others  presented  for  our  observation. 

Mr.  Rufus  Carter  of  Worcester   presented  a  fine   sow 
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with  some  very  beautiful  sucking  pigs  at  her  side,  but  there 
was  only  one  premium  which  we  could  award,  so  there  was 
no  other  course  to  pursue  than  to  permit  him,  to  cart  her 
and  hers  home  again,  with  the  thanks  of  the  Society  for  his 
contribution  to  the  interest  of  the  exhibition,  but  without 
a  premium  for  his  pigs.  The  little  reprobates  had  every 
appearance  of  innocence  and  virtue,  as  well  as  of  beauty, 
and  it  is  a  painful  duty  on  our  part  to  be  compelled  to  ex- 
press the  belief  that  after  leaving  the  exhibition  every 
mother's  son  of  them  got  into  the  County  House.  The 
moral  and  warning  for  little  pigs  throughout  the  county  is 
this — if  you  would  avoid  the  House  of  Correction,  be 
careful  and  not  belong  to  the  jailor. 

Thus  gentlemen  we  have  discharged  the  task  committed 
to  us.  With  a  disposition  to  do  strict  and  impartial  justice 
to  all,  and  with  the  hope  that  all  will  be  satisfied  with  the 
course  which  we  have  taken  and  the  results  which  we  have 
arrived  at,  we  submit  the  foregoing  report. 

GEORGE  S.  TAFT,  Chairman. 


STALLIONS. 


Joseph  N.  Bates,  Worcester,  Chairman  ;  Esek  Saunders,  Graftoa  ;  J 
H.  Nelson,  Shrewsbury  ;  Joseph  Burnett,  Southboro'  Ivers  Phillips 
Fitchburg  ;  L.  S.  Wheelock,  Grafton. 

The  Committee  on  Stallions  and  Stallion  Colts,  have 
made  the  examination,  and  award  for  the  best  stallion  for 
all  work,  for  his  Black  Hawk,  the 

1st  premium  to  Harrison  Bacon,  Barre  $20  00 
2d  "  Elhot  Swan,  Worcester,  $15  00. 

3d  ''  Israel  S.  Barnes,  Worcester,  10  00. 

For  the  best  three  years  old  Stallion,  they  award — 
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1st  premium  to  R.  S.  Demiy^  Leicester,  $9. 
2d  ''  L.  Wheelock  &  Sons,  Grafton,  $T. 

3d  "  0.  L.  Wellington,  $4. 

For  the  best  two  years  old  Stallion — 
1st  premium  Isaac  Mills,  Worcester,  $6. 
2d  "         H.W.Conklin,      "  $5. 

3d  "         S.  W.  Livermore,  Pax  ton,  $4. 

For  the  best  one  year  old  colt,  they  award — 
1st  premium  to  Artemas  Bryant,  Bolton,  $5. 
2d  "         Samuel  F.  Gates,  Worcester,  $4. 

3d  ''         E.  W.  Rice,  Worcester,  $3. 

The  Committee  would  recommend  that  a  gratuity  be 
awarded  to  Charles  Howe,  of  Marlboro,'  for  his  two  years 
old  colt. 

J.  N.  BATES   Chairman. 


MATCHED  HORSES  AND  HORSES  IN  HARNESS. 


Reuben  S.  Denney,  Leicester  ;  Chairman  ;  Marshall  Flagg.  Worcester; 
John  Field  do;  H.  N.  Bigelow,  Clinton;  Marcus  Barrett,  Auburn; 
John  Brooks,  Jr.,  Princeton. 

The  Committee  on  matched  horses  and  horses  in  harness 
for  general  use,  report  : — 

That  there  were  only  three  pairs  matched  horses  presen- 
ted for  premium,  and  the  Committee  were  unanimous  in 
awarding  the 

First  premium,  of  eight  dollars  to  Messrs.  Witt  &  Pratt 

of  Worcester. 
The    second  premium,  of  six  dollars,  to  Elijah  Holman 
of  Millbury. 
Of  single  horses  in  harness  there  were  presented  twelve 
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for  premium,  and  the  Committee  were  unanimous  in  award- 
ing the 

First  premium,    of  eight  dollars  on   mares,  to    C.    A. 
Browning,  of  Worcester. 
They   were    also   unanimous    in    the  opinion  that  there 
was  no  other   mare  presented  for  their  inspection,  entitled 
to  a  premium. 

On  Geldings  the  Committee  were   unanimous,  in  award- 
ing the 

First   premium  of  eight  dollars,   to    S.    H.  Nelson  of 

Shrewsbury. 
Second  premium  of  six   dollars,  to  Elliott    Swan    of 
Worcester,  for  his  Bay  Gelding. 
Of  the  remaining   horses  for  general  use,   there    were 
several  presented  whose  general  qualities  were  good,  some 
of  which   in  the  opinion   of  the    Committee    appeared  in 
in  some  respects  unsound.     The    Committee  regret  that 
any  horses  should  be  presented  to  this  Society,  for  premi- 
um,   that  are  in  any  respect  unsound,  as  the  object  of  the 
Society  is    to    encourage    only    perfect   animals  of   their 

R.  S.  DENNY,  CJiairman. 
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Henry  Chapin,  of  Worcester,  Chairman  ;  Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Ward, 
Shrewsbury,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Moore,  Worcester ;  Wm.  M.  Bickford,  Wor- 
cester ;  Thomas  W.  Ward,  Shrewsbury  ;  Pliny  Holbrook,  Worcester. 

The  Committee  on  Butter  submit  the  following  Report. 

The  Committee  stand  upon  the  platform  of  principles, 
enunciated  in  their  last  annual  report  without  inserting  any 
new  planks  therein.  Butter  as  one  of  the  indispensable 
institutions  of  American  Society  is  not  to  be  neglected  or 
overlooked.     Butter  as  the  connecting  link  between  the 
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present  and  the  past  deserves  our  respect.  Butter  as  a 
discipline  is  to  a  farmer  boy  at  least  a  subject  of  remem- 
brance. Good  butter  is  as  much  a  blessing  as  ever,  while 
poor  butter  is  still  a  curse  unmitigated.  Now  the  essen- 
tials to  making  good  butter,  the  mode  of  doing  it,  and  the 
various  matters  and  things  relating  thereto,  are  they  not 
written  in  the  Report  of  your  Committee  for  the  year  1855. 

Twelve  lots  of  butter  in  all  were  entered.  Two  of  them 
arrived  too  late  and  were  of  course  only  entered  for  exhi- 
bition. One  of  these  lots  belonged  to  George  W.  Good- 
now  and  the  other  to  David  Jourdan.  Both  were  excel- 
lent, but  the  former  commended  itself  especially  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

Among  the  ten  lots  entered  in  season  the  Committee 
voted  unanimously  to  award  the  first  premium  of  a  silver 
Plate  to  the  lot  presented  by  George  Flagg.  Upon  exam- 
ining the  certificate  of  Mr.  Flagg,  it  was  found  that  it  was 
not  made  in  compliance  with  the  rules  of  the  society,  and 
the  Committee  much  to  their  regret  were  obliged  to  ex- 
clude this  lot  of  butter  from  the  premium  list.  They  sadly 
took  another  taste  of  Mrs.  Flagg's  excellent  butter  and 
devoted  their  attention  to  the  nine  remaining  lots. 

After  the  most  careful  consideration  the  premiums  were 
awarded  as  follows. 

To  Mrs.  Phineas  A.  Beaman,  of  Princeton  the  first  pre- 
mium of  a  silver  plate  of  the  value  of  $10,00  * 

To  Mrs.  Willard  Allen,  of  Holden,  the  second 
premium,  of  $8,00 

To  Mrs.  Wilkes  Eoper,  of  Princeton,  the  third 
premium  of  $6,00 

To  Miss  Mary  Eames,  of  Worcester,  the  fourth 
premium  of  $4,00. 

To  Mrs.  A.  F.  Knight,  of  West  Boylston,  the  fifth 
premium  of  $3,00. 

A  suggestion  was  made  by  the  ladies  upon  the  Commit- 
tee that  the  present  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  matter  of 
butter,  does  not  produce  the  excellence  in  the  article  which 
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is  desirable.  The  remedy  suggested  is  that  premiums 
should  be  offered  of  sufficient  amount  to  induce  the  oomr 
petitors  to  keep  their  butter  long  enough  to  enable  time 
to  apply  to  it  its  unmistakable  test,  and  thus  determine  be- 
yond all  doubt  the  question  of  excellence  of  the   article, 

The  suggestion  is  made  for  the  consideration  of  the 
society  with  the  fervent  wish  on  the  part  of  the  Committee, 
that  some  course  if  possible,  should  be  devised  to  relieve 
a  suffering  community  from  a  bitter,  rancid,  disagreeable, 
disgusting,  or  indigestible  compound,  which  is  to  allintents 
and  purposes  a  nuisance  of  the  vilest  kind. 

Pharaoh  with  all  his  ingenuity  never  invented  for  the 
children  of  Israel  a  more  intolerable  infliction  than  he  could 
have  done  if  he  had  imposed  upon  them  the  penalty  of  be- 
being  obliged  to  eat  poor  butter. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY  CHAPIN. 


MILCH  COAYS. 


Augustus  G.  Hill,  of  Harvard,  Chairman  ;  B.  F.  Stowell,  Worcesterj 
Benj.  W.  Fay,  Grafton  ;  Josiah  Brigham,  Westboro  ;  David  Kendall j 
Barre  ;  Putnam  King,  Sutton;  Jona.  Warren,  Grafton. 

The  Committee  on  Milch  Cows  have  attended  to  that 
duty  and  would  report. 

But  little  more  seems  to  be  required  of  your  Committee 
than  to  lay  before  you  the  results  of  their  deliberations, 
in  this  department  of  the  exhibition  to-day. 

In  the  very  able  reports  on  milch  cows  which  have  been 
submitted  to  the  society  within  the  two  or  three  last  years, 
particularly  those  of  our  late  President,  many  valuable  hints 
and  suggestions  have  been  given  to  the  public;  and  your 
Committee  wou'd  only  reiterate  what  has  been  so  well  said 
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if  they   were  to  extend  their  remarks. 

The  number  of  milch  cows  entered  for  premium  were 
ten,  and  eleven  for  exhibition.  Besides  these  a  dairy  of 
ten  cows  was  entered  by  W.  W.  Watson  of  Princeton  for 
the  Society's  premium. 

At  no  period  has  there  been  a  finer  show  of  cows,  than 
has  been  witnessed  in  the  pens  to-day. 

The  great  proponderance  of  breeds  of  foreign  or  mixed 
blood,  shows  conclusively,  the  estimate  in  which  they  are 
held  by  our  farmers,  who  have  entered  upon  this  branch 
of  production. 

There  were  three  cows  entered  by  John  Brooks  Jr.,  of 
Princeton,  3-4  Ayrshire,  which  were  particularly  noticed 
by  the  Committee  as  fine  specimens  of  that  breed,  as  well 
as  two  of  the  same  breed,  on  exhibition,  owned  by  W. 
S.  Lincoln,  of  Worcester.  One  owned  by  John  F.  Clark 
of  Worcester,  of  part  Ayrshire,  was  a  fine  animal. 

Of  the  Durham  breed  in  part,  there  was  a  fine  cow  owned 
by  Saml  Davis  of  Worcester,  with  a  three  weeks  old  calf 
at  her  side.     She  had  all  the  points  of  an  excellent  millker. 

A  beautiful  cow,  part  German  and  Durham,  was  on  ex- 
hibition ;  owned  by  Paine  Aldrich  of  Worcester,  and  one 
1-8  Durham  by  Messrs.  J.  C.    &  Geo.  Jaques. 

Of  the  Devon  blood,  the  three  cows  entered  by  Williana 
Eames,  of  Worcester,  and  those  of  Harvey  Dodge,  of  Sut- 
ton, Joseph  Burnett,  of  Southboro,  and  Daniel  Tainter,  of 
Worcester,  were  fine  specimens  of  that  popular  breed. 

Of  the  native  cows,  one  owned  by  W.  W.  Watson,  of 
Princeton,  was  deemed  to  be  an  extraordinary  animal.  The 
rules  of  the  society  cut  her  off  from  being  entered  for  a  pre- 
mium. According  to  his  statement,  she  had  produced  two 
lbs.  of  butter  per  day  for  the  last  six  months,  and  had  been  in 
milk  some  fifteen  months. 

There  was  a  fine  native  cow,  with  a  calf  five  months  old, 
owned  by  F.  Smith  of  Holden. 

Owing  to  a  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  applicants,  for  pre- 
miums to  comply  with  the  rules  of  the  Society,  only  three  of 
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the  six  at  their  disposals  were  appropriated  by  the  committee. 

The  first  premium,  for  the  two  best  cows  raised  by  the 
competitor,  and  kept  with  a  stock  of  not  les  s  than  four — of 
ten  dollars  to  John  Brooks,  Jr.  of  Princeton. 

These  were  3-4  Ayrshre,  and  5  years  old  each.  The  daily 
flow  of  milk,  according  to  the  statement,  was  respectively, 
for  the  ten  days  in  June — 36.48  and  34.60  pounds.  In  quan- 
tity, 14.79  and  14.12  beer  quarts.  The  number  of  lbs.  of  but" 
ter  which  this  milk  produced,  was,  each  13.91  and  13.21  lbs. 
for  a  week  or  7  days,  9.73  and  9.25  lbs.  The  whole  quantity 
of  milk  for  these  ten  days  was  364.81  and  346.00  lbs.  re- 
spectively.  For  the  ten  days  in  September,  the  daily  flow 
of  milk,  was  30  04  lbs.  or  12.26  beer  quarts,  and  29.80  lbs.  or 
12.16  beer  quarts. 

The  number  of  lbs.  of  butter  from  this  milk,  was  13.33  lbs. 
and  13,12,  which  shows  but  a  small  variation  from  the  quan- 
tity produced  in  June. 

For  the  best  cow  raised  by  the  competitor,  and  kept 
with  a  stock  of  not  less  than  four,  the  Committee  award 
the  premium  of  seven  dollars,  to  John  Brooks,  Jr. 

This  cow  was  1-2  Ayrshire,  and  a  fine  looking  animal. 
She  gave  in  ten  days  in  June,  390.50  lbs.  of  milk.  Her 
daily  flow  39.05  lbs.  or  15.91  beer  quarts.  There  was  made 
of  this  milk  14.88  lbs.  of  butter— or  10.41  lbs.  for  7  days. 

In  September,  she  gave  in  ten  days — 332  lbs.  of  milk — 
or  daily  33.20  lbs.  or  13.55  beer  quarts.  The  lbs.  of  butter 
made  from  this  milk  were  14.85.  The  whole  quantity  of 
milk  produced  in  these  ten  days  was  332  lbs. 

The  committee  award  the  premium  of  five  dollars,  to  the 
cow  Fanny  owned  by  William  Fames,  of  Worcester.  This 
was  a  very  fine  animal  3-4  Devon,  and  1-4  Durham.  She 
gave  in  ten  days  in  June  107  qts.  1  pt.  or  267  lbs.  milk, 
from  which  was  made  15  1-2  lbs.  of  butter.  In  ten  days  in 
September,  she  gave  86  qts.  or  215  lbs.  of  milk,  which  made 
12  1-4  lbs.  of  butter. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  Mr.  Watson  to  comply  with  the 
rules  of  the  society,  regulating  the  awarding  of  premiums 
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for  dairies  the  committee  did  not  go  into  an  examination  of 
the  product  of  his  diary. 

It  is  particularly  desirable  that  exact  statements  be 
given,  that  Committees  may  be  able  to  arrive  at  right  con- 
clusions, and  justice  be  rendered  to  competitors,  for  the 
premiums  of  the  Society. 

The  great  object  of  the  Society  is  to  elicit  facts,  relating 
to  agriculture — and  to  those  who  have  had  the  manage- 
ment of  its  affairs,  the  community  is  largely  indebted,  and 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  comparatively  of  our  far- 
mers, in  this  large  agricultural  county  have  become  person- 
ally, interested  in  its  prosperity. 

It  has  done  and  is  doing  a  good  work.  Its  influence  is 
felt  in  every  department  of  farming  pursuit.  In  the  im- 
provement of  neat  stock,  by  the  introduction  of  foreign 
breeds,  their  proper  management,  and  comparative  value, 
have  ever  been  an  object  of  deep  solicitude  with  the  Society, 
and  liberal  premiums  have  been  offered  that  these  results 
might  be  obtained,  and  laid  before  the  farming  community. 
No  farmer  can  afford  to  keep  a  poor  cow,  and  the  best  by 
injudicious  management  may  become  indifferent.  Nor 
should  he  resort  to  the  hap-hazard  mode  now  pursued  in  re- 
plenishing his  yards — of  purchasing  from  droves — particu- 
larly his  dairy  cows. 

He  should  raise  his  own  stock — and  care  should  be  taken 
in  the  selection  of  breeds  which  combine  most  of  the  quali- 
ties desired,  and  then  by  proper  care,  purity  of  blood 
should  be  transmitted  to  their  offspring.  By  this  plan  above 
any  other,  a  farmer  may  feel  a  confidence  that  he  is  pursu- 
ing at  least  a  sensible  mode  of  replenishing  his  yard  with 
valuable  animals. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  with  the  statements 
accompanying  this  report, 

3  A.  G.  HILL,  Chairman. 
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STATEMENT  OF  JOHN  BROOKS  JR. 

Memorandum  of  the  milk  of  three  cows  owned  by  John 
Brooks  Jr.,  of  Princeton,  for  the  first  ten  days  of  June  and 
September,  1856. 
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No.  One.        No.  Two. 

No.  Three. 

CO 

H 
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No. 

One. 

No.  Two. 

No.  Three. 

H 

morn. 

even.'  morn. 

even. 

morn.i  even. 

morn.    even. 
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morn. 
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lbs. 

lbs.  ]    lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

16.00 

22.00  .16.50 

21.50    14.00 

18.00 

1 

13.50 

17.00 

12,50 

15.50 

12.00 

15.25 

17.50 

21.00    15.00 

18.00    13.00 

19.00 

2 

15.50 

18.00 

13.50 

15.75 

13.25 

10.81 

14.00 

21.50'  14.00 

20.00    13.00 

19,50 

3 

15.75 

17.25 

14.00 

16.50 

14.75 

17.00 

17.00 

23.00    15.50 

21.00    15.50 

20.00 

4 

13.50 

18.00 

14.50 

19.00 

13.25 

16.00 

16.50 

22.00;  12-00 

24.00    13.00 

22.00 

5 

16.00 

18.25 

14.00 

16.50 

13.50 

18.00 

6 

18.00 

21.00'  18.00 

21.501  15.00 

20.50 

6 

17.50 

17.50 

14.50 

16.00 

13.50 

16.25 

7 

18.50 

21.60|  16.50 

21.00 

15.50 

19.00 

7 

17.00 

17.00 

13.87 

15.50 

14.44 

16.50 

8 

19.50 

21.50'  16.50 

20.00 

15.00 

20.00 

8 

17.00 

16.00 

14.56 

15.00 

14.50 

15.00 

9 

17.00 

24.00    15.50 

22.00 

14.50 

21.50 

9 

16.00 

17.25 

14.25 

16.00 

14.50 

16.00 

10 

16.50 

22.50    16.00 

20.31 

16.00 

22.00 

10 

15.50 

18.50 

13.50 

15.50 

13.00 

15.50 

170.50 

220.00  155,50 

209.31  144.50 

201.50 

157.25 

174.75  139.18 

161.25 

136.69 

161.31 

170.50 

155,50 

144.50 

157.25 

139.18 

136.69 

390.50 

364.81 

346.00 

332.00 

300.43 

298.00 

The    daily  flow  of  milk  of  cow  No.  one,  the  ten  days  in 
June,  was  39.05  lbs.,  or  15.91  beer  quarts. 

The    daily   flow  of  milk  of  cow  No.  two  the  ten  days  in 
June,  was  36.48  lbs.,  or  14.89  beer  quarts. 

The  daily  flow  of  milk  of  cow  No.  three,  the  ten  days  in 
June,  was  34.60  pounds  or  14.12  beer  quarts. 

No.  one  made  14.88  pounds  of  butter  in  ten  days,  or  at 
the  rate  of  10.41  pounds  per  week,  of  seven  days. 

No.  two  made  13.91  pounds  of  butter  in  ten  days,  or  at 
the  rate  of  9.73  pounds  per  week,  of  seven  days. 

No.  three  made  13.21  pounds  of  butter  in  ten  days,  or  at 
the  rate  of  9.25  pounds  per  week,  of  seven  days. 

Total  flow  of  milk  in  ten  days  1101.32  pounds,  total  of 
butter,  42  pounds,  equal  to  3.82  per  cent  of  the  milk. 

The  daily  flow  of  milk  of  cow  No.  one,  ten  days  in  Sep- 
tember, was  33.20  lbs.,  or  13.55  beer  quarts. 

The  daily  flow  of  milk  from  cow  No.  two,  was  30.04  lbs., 
or  12.26  beer  quarts. 

The  daily  flow  of  milk  from  cow  No.  three  was  29.80  lbs., 
or  12.16  beer  quarts. 

The  butter  made  by  No.  one  in  this  ten  days  was  14.85 
lbs.,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  10.40  lbs.  the  week,  of  seven 
days. 

No.  two  made  13.33  lbs.  of  butter  in  ten  days,  or  at  the 
rate  of  9.33  lbs.  the  week  of  seven  days. 

The  butter  made  in  ten  days  by  No.  three  was  13.12  lbs. 
or  at  the  rate  of  9.18  lbs.  the  week  of  seven  days. 
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^Total  flow  of  milk  in  this  ten  days,  930.43  lbs. 

Total  of  butter,  41.30  lbs. 

4.43  per  cent  of  the  milk  was  butter. 

Live  weight  of  number  one  is  990  lbs.,  her  average  daily 
flow  of  milk,  36.12  lbs.,  or  3.64  per  cent  of  her  live  weight. 
Live  weight  of  number  two  is  910  lbs.,  her  average  daily 
flow  of  milk  33,26  lbs.,  or  3.65  per  cent  of  her  live  weight. 
Live  weight  of  number  three  is  998  lbs.,  her  average  daily 
flow  of  milk  32.20  lbs.,  or  3.23  per  cent  of  her  live  weight. 

Number  two  and  three  of  these  cows  I  present  for  the 
premium  ofl'ered  by  the  Society  for  the  two  best  cows  raised 
by  the  competitor  and  kept  with  a  stock  of  not  less  than 
four.  Their  age  is  5  years  and  their  breed  is  3  4  Ayrshire, 
McGregor  stock,  have  been  kept  with  a  herd  of  eight  cows, 
and  on  pasture  feed  only  :  they  both  calved  the  last  week 
of  March  last  and  will  calve  again  in  March  next.  The 
quality  of  their  last  calves  was  good.  Usual  time  of  milk- 
ing, six  o'clock,  morning  and  evening.  I  raise  my  calves 
and  sell  a  large  portion  of  my  milk  and  therefore  cannot 
state  the  amount  of  butter,  cheese  or  veal  made  by  the 
dairy.  I  have  kept  this  season  three  large  swine,  which 
have  been  fed  on  skimmed  milk  and  the  slops  from  the 
house.  These  two  cows  were  dried  the  middle  of  Janu- 
ary  last. 

Number  one  I  present  for  the  premium  ofl'ered  by  the 
Society  for  the  best  cow,  raised  by  the  competitor,  and, 
kept  with  a  stock  of  not  less  than  four.  She  is  7  years  old, 
breed  1-2  Ayrshire.  She  has  been  kept  in  a  herd  of  eight 
cows  and  on  pasture  grass  only.  She  calved  the  middle  of 
March  last  and  will  calve  about  the  same  time  next  March. 
She  was  dried  the  middle  of  January  last.  Her  last  calf 
was  of  good  quality,  which  I  raised. 

When  on  trial  in  June,  all  the  cows  were  kept  in  the  yard 
nights,  when  on  trial  in  September,  they  were  turned  out 
to  pasture.  JOHN  BROOKS  JR. 

September  23,  1856. 


STATEMENT  OP  WILLIAM  EAMES. 
This  may  certify  that  Fanny,  one  of  the  Cows  I  enter  for  the  Society's 
premium,  is  five  years  old,  three-fourths  Devon  and  one-fourth  Durham, 
bred,  and  was  raised  in  Worcester  by  the  subscriber.  She  calved  last 
May  26,  1855.  It  was  a  fine  Bull  Calf,  which  was  raised.  Last  dried 
April  12th,  1855.  She  is  expected  to  calve  again  March  23,  1857.  She 
has  run  in  a  good  pasture  with  two  other  Cows  ;  had  no  other  feed  up  to 
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Aug.  15th,  after  which  she  was  ted  freely,  with  the  othero,  with  cora 
fodder  night  and  morning. 


Morning. 

Evening. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

Juno  1, 

5  qts. 

,lpt. 

6  qts. 

Sept.  1, 
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4 
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4 
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5 
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4, 

3 

5 

5, 

5 
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1 

5, 

3 

5 

6, 

4 

5 

1 

6, 

3 

4 

7, 

5 

5 

7, 

3 

4 

8, 

5 

6 

8, 

3 

4 

9, 

5 

5 

1 

9, 

3 

5 

10. 

4 

5 

10, 

3 

5 

50 

57 

1 

35 

50 

107  qts.  1 

pt. 

+ 

86  qts. 

=: 

193  q< 

;fl.  1 

ft' 

In  June  she  gave  267  lbs.  of  milk,  making  107  qt8.~2  1-2  lbs  to  the  qt. 
In  Sept.  she  gave  215  lbs.,  equal  to  86  qts.  From  the  ten  days'  milk  in 
June  was  made  15  1-2  lbs.  butter  ;  the  ten  days  in  Sept.,  12  1-4  lbs. 
Time  of  milking,  the  same  in  both  months,  seven  at  night,  five  in  thtj 
morning  ;  the  day  preceding,  likewise.     I  have  kept  two  swine. 

WM.  EAMES. 
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Harvey  Dodge,  of  Sutton,  Chairinan ;  Harrison  Bacon,  Barre ;  Wm 
B.  Newton,  Shrewsbury  ;  Henry  Prentice,  Worcester  ;  Royal  A.  Keith. 
Grafton  ;   John  Stone,  Northboro  ;   John  A.  Rice,  Princeton. 

Your  Committee  report  that  they  found  entered  for  pre- 
miums, four  yokes  of  most  excellent  young  Beef  Oxen,  by 
Thomas  Gates  of  Worcester — and  one  yoke  by  J.  W.  Wat- 
son, of  Princeton. 

And  a  single  ox  by  Abraham  Peaslee,  of  Worcester,  all 
of  which  were  pronounced  good  by  yowx  Committee. 
Those  of  Mr.  Gates,  were  as  good  perhaps  as  is  best  or 
profitable  to  make  oxen  for  slaughter,  and  although  your 
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Committee  unanimously  agreed  in  awarding  the  first  pre- 
mium of  $15  to  Mr.  Gates,  for  liis  si:?^  years  old  oxen,  yet 
they  felt  that  it  would  have  subserved  the  interests  of  the 
Society  better,  and  have  given  other  respectable  competi- 
tors better  satisfaction  if  the  feeder  of  these  fine  oxen 
had  presented  them  himself  with  a  full  statement  as  to 
keeping,  &c.,  as  it  was,  Mr.  Gates,  as  well  as  Mr.  Peaslee 
had  not  been  the  owners  of  the  cattle,  but  a  short  time, 
and  could  not  have  given  us  anything  more  than  a  brief 
statement,  viz :  that  they  were  raised  in  the  County,  and 
by  paying  a  heap  of  money  to  the  growers,  and  feeders, 
had  secured  them  ;  that  the  cattle  had  eaten  nothing  but 
grass  during  summer. 

Mr.  Watson,  to  whom  was  awarded  the  second  premium, 
had  really  made  his  oxen  what  they  were  by  moderate 
work  and  good  keeping,  and  were  just  what  all  good 
farmers  can  do  by  using  the  same  cheap  and  simple  means. 

To  Mr.  Peaslee  of  Worcester,  they  awarded  the  first  pre- 
mium for  a  single  ox,  this  being  the  only  animal  entered  in 
this  class.  On  fat  cows  your  Committee  award  the  first 
premium  to  C.  W.  Gleason,  of  Holden,  $6.  The  second  of 
$5,  to  A.  Peaslee,  of  Worcester,  for  his  four  old  cow,  and 
the  third  of  $4,  to  Seth  Wyman  of  Shrewsbury,  for  his 
eight  year  old  cow. 

All  of  which  seemed  to  be  rather  the  cows  of  accident, 
than  design,  and  all  possibly  came  within  the  rules  of  the 
Society,  for  obtaining  premiums. 

Rejoice  Newton  of  Worcester,  ojffered  a  very  fine  yoke 
of  oxeli  for  exhibition,  that  he  stated  had  been  worked  on 
his  farm  the  past  two  years  ;  that  were  nearly  equal  to  any 
that  were  offered  for  Beef,  except  those  of  Mr.  Gates,  and 
in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  had  been  managed  just 
as  any  farmer  would  find  it  profitable  to  always  keep  his 
oxen :  viz.,  fit  for  the  shambles  as  well  as  yoke.  All  of 
which  is  submitted, 

HARVEY  DODGE,  Chairman. 

Sept.  27,  1856. 
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George  C.  Davis,  Northboro,  Chairman;  Silas  B.  Howe,  lioylaton ; 
JoHv  Hammond,  Worcester  ;  Darius  Rice,  do.  ;  Samuel  Sawyer,  Sterling, 
Henry  Prentice,  Hubbardston  ;  Harrison  Bacon,  Barre, 

The  Committee  on  Plowing,  beg  leave  to  submit  their 
Report. 

That  there  were  four  entries  of  Double  Plows,  viz :  Ru- 
fus  King,  of  Sutton,  Double  Swivel  Plow,  No.  83 — manu- 
factured by  Nourse,  Mason,  &  Co.  drawn  by  two  yoke  of 
oxen  four  and  six  years  old. 

Henry  Boyles  of  Princeton,  Double  Plow,  No.  33,  manu- 
factured by  N.  M.  &,  Co.  drawn  by  one  yoke  of  oxen  5 
years  old.  Harvey  Putman,  of  Oxford,  Double  Plow  No. 
35  1-2  manufactured  by,N.  M.  &  Co. — drawn  by  one  yoke 
oxen,  6  years  old,  and  one  yoke  steers,  three  years  old, 
which  were  not  mentioned  in  the  original  entries. 

William  Watson,  of  Princeton,  Double  Plow,  No.  33, 
manufactured  by  N.  M.  &  Co.,  drawn  by  one  yoke  oxen  6 
years  old. 

The  Committee  award  premiums  to  the  above  competi- 
tors, as  follows  : 

The  1st  premium,  of  $12  to  Rufus  King,  of  Sutton,  for 
the  best  plowing,  two  yoke  and  a  double  swivel  plow. 
The  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  superiority  of  Mr. 
King's  plowing,  was  mainly  owing  to  his  plow  being 
better  adapted  for  deep  plowing  than  the  plows  of  the 
other  competitors.  Mr.  King,  did  not  plow  as  much  land 
as  the  other  competitors,  into  about  two  furrows  width;  his 
time  was  42  minutes. 

The  2d  premium  of  $10,  was  awarded  to  William  W. 
Watson,  of  Princeton,  for  plowing  his  lot  with  one  yoke 
and  double  plow,  in  a  good  workman-like  manner,  in  27 
minutes.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  had 
Mr.  Watson  used  a  swivel  plow,  he  could  have  plowed 
deeper,  and  his  work  would  have  been  superior  to  any  of 
the  competitors  on  the  field. 

The  3d  premium  of  $7,  was  awarded  to  Harvey  Putnam, 
of  Oxford,  for  plowing  his  lot  with  a  double  plow,  and  one 
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yoke  of  oxen,  and  one  yoke  of  steers  three  years  old — 
time,  34  minutes.  As  the  steers  were  not  mentioned  in  the 
original  entry  they  were  thought  to  be  inadmissable,  on 
this  account  the  Committee  have  instructed  me  to  re- 
port this  premium  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  Trustees. 
The  4th  premium  of  $5,  was  awarded  to  Henry  Boyles, 
of  Princeton,  for  plowing  with  double  plow,  and  one  yoke, 
time  39  minutes. 

The  double  plows  were  required  to  be  gauged  to  plow 
ten  inches  deep,  but  owing  to  the  very  hard  cobbly  lots  on 
which  they  were  worked  it  was  difficult  to  say  whether 
they  generally  worked  at  that  depth  or  less. 

For  plowing  with  one  yoke  of  oxen  and  single  plow, 
there  were  eleven  entries,  viz : 

John  E.  Sinclair  of  Grafton,  cattle  4  years  old,  plow  No. 

73  1-2  by  Nourse,  Mason,  &  Co. 
N.  B.  Eeed  of  Princeton,  cattle  4  years  old,  plow  No.  73  1-2 

A.  M.  &  Co. 
W.  D.  Ball,  ol  Boylston,  "     4      "      "     "  Nourse 

Mason  &  Co.'s  No.  73  1-2  plow. 
E.  L.  Case,  of  Grafton,  cattle  6  yrs.  old,  Prouty  &  Mears, 

No.  154  plow. 
J.  Brooks,  Jr.  of  Princeton,  cattle  7  yrs.  old,  N.,  M.,  &  Co. 

No.  73  1-2  plow. 
Anson  Warren  of  Westboro,  cattle  4  yrs.  old,  N.,  M.,  & 

Co.,  No.  73  1-2  plow. 
Wm.  Watson  of  Princeton,  cattle  4  yrs.  old,  N.,  M.,  &  Co. 

72  1-2  plow. 
Simon  Carpenter,  of  Oxford,  cattle  5  yrs.  old,  N.  M.,  &  Co. 

No.  73  1-2  plow. 
Warren  D.  Ball,  of  Boylston,  cattle  4  yrs.  old,  N.,  M.,  & 

Co.  No.  73  1-2  plow. 
James  P.  Reed,  of  Princeton,  cattle  5  yrs.  old,  N.  M.  & 

Co.  No.  66  plow. 
William  Robinson  of  Barre,  cattle  4  yrs.  old,  N.,  M.,  & 
Co.  No. — plow. 
All  of  whom  were  on  the  ground,  except  Mr.  Robinson 
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The  Committee  trust  he  will  make  a  reasonable  excuse  for 
his  non-appearance. 

These  teams  were  required  to  plow  7  inches  deep,  but 
in  many  places  cobbles   and  hard  gravel,  prevented  the 
plow  from  running  as  deep  as  guaged. 
The  premiums  were  awarded  as  follows  : 

to  A.  J.  Hooker,  time  42  min. 
N.  B.  Reed,        "     32     '^ 
Anson  Warren,  "     40     '' 
E.  L.  Case,  "     48     " 

J.  Sinclair,  "     35     " 

J.  Brooks,  Jr.     "     33     " 
W.  D.  Ball,  "     56     " 

Mr.  Ball  had  a  very  hard  lot  to  plow,  the  hardest  lot  in 
the  field,  but  he  persevered  without  complaining  or  being- 
discouraged  at  being  the  last  to  leave  the  field.  Mr.  War- 
ren, too,  had  a  very  hard  lot,  and  he  too  was  calm  and  per- 
severing. 

The  Committee  instructed  the  chariman  to  report  that 
all  the  work  was  well  done,  there  was  not  a  bad  furrow  ob- 
servable. The  teams  were  managed  and  drawn  in  a  quiet 
gentle  manner,  and  in  the  whole  work  there  was  but  very 
little  difierence,  all  the  competitors  were  entitled  to  a  pre- 
mium and  the  only  reason  why  each  did  not  get  one  was 
because  the  Committee  had  not  as  many  to  award. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  C.  DAVIS,  Chairman, 
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MARES,  FILLIES  AND  GELDLNG  COLTS. 

James  W.  Jenkins,  Jr.,  Chairman;  Frances  Twichell,  Templeton,  Asa 
F.  Smith,  Grafton,  E.  T.  Balcom,  Worcester,  Elliot  Swan,  do.,  Simeon 
Chamberlin,  Bolton. 

The  Committee  on  Mares,  Fillies  and  Gelding  Colts  feel 
compelled  to  express  their  disappointment  that  the  exhi- 
bition of  animals  of  the  above  classes  was  as  a  whole,  in- 
ferior in  quality,  and  less  in  number,  than  they  had  expect- 
ed to  meet,  or  have  generally  seen  at  the  exhibitions  of 
this  Society. 

They  however  award  the  first  premium  for  Brood  Mares, 

'of  $12,  to  Moses  Tyler,  of  Brookfield. 
The  second  of  $10,  to  Reuben  S.  Denny,  of  Clappville. 
Of  three  years  old  Fillies,  none  exhibited  were  deemed 
b)'  the  Committee  worthy  of  the  Society's  premiums. 
For  two  years  old  Fillies,  they  award  the  first  premium 

of  $8,  to  John  Langley  of  Worcester. 
For  yearlings,  the  first  premium  of  $5  to  J.  C.  Ripley  of 

Worcester. 
The  second  of  $4,  to  Thomas  W.  Ward,  of  Shrewsbury. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  JENKINS  Jr.,  Chairman. 


AGRICULTURAL  TOOLS. 


Wm.   Mixter,    Ilardwick,  Chairman  ;  Jas.  Allen,  Oakham,  Joseph  A. 
Reed,  Princeton;  John  VVhitin,  Northbridge;  A.  G.  Hill,  Harvard. 

The    Committee   upon  Agricultural  Tools  &c.,  would  re- 
spectfully report. 
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That  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  various  implements 
for  the  use  of  the  farmer,  offered  for  their  inspection,  were 
from  the  work  shops  of  Messrs.  Nourse  Mason  &  Co.  of 
Worcester,  and  all  of  them  of  the  highes  t  grade  both  as 
regards  workmanship  and  utility.  They  wou  Id  especially 
call  the  attention  of  farmers  to  their  new  ^^Gang  Cultivator" 
as  possessing  lor  some  kinds  of  work  a  decided  advantage 
over  any  other  Cultivator  now  in  use.  Most  of  their  im- 
plements have  been  so  long  before  the  public,  that  their 
merits  and  superior  workmanship  are  well  known.  Your 
Committee  unanimously  recommend  a  gratuity  to  Messrs. 
Nourse,  Mason  &  Co  of  Ten  Dollars  for  their  extensive 
and  superior  assortment  of  farming  tools. 

Granger's  ^'Corn  and  Cob  Mill"  may  become  very  use- 
ful in  some  sections  of  country,  but  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  will  not  supersede  the  use  of  water  power  in 
New  England,  for  grinding,  to  any  great  extent. 

To  Messrs  Rice  &  Dryden  of  Worcester,  a  gratuity  of 
Two  Dollars  for  a  superior  "Boring  Machine,"  with  many 
improvements  of  their  own,  and  other  tools  more  especial- 
ly useful  to  the  farmer. 

To  Messrs  John  P.  Adriance  &  Co  of  Worcester,  we  rec- 
commend  a  gratuity  of  Five  Dollars,  for  "Manny's  Reaper 
and  Mower,  Combined,"  as  possessing  decided  advantages 
over  any  other  Mower  or  Reaper  on  exhibition.  We  think 
that  Messrs  Wm.  H.  Hovey  &  Co.  have  made  some  improve- 
ments in  the  arrangements  of  the  cutters  in  this  class  of 
machines,  which  will  prove  of  great  value. 

Among  other  articles  on  exhibition,  we  found  "Chapin's 
Cider  Mill  and  Press,"  very  compact  and  entirely  efficient 
to  accomplish  the  work  for  which  it  is  desinged.  A  wooden 
^Field  PaiP  and  Tunnel  from  N.  S.  Walker  of  Athol,  of  su- 
perior manufiicture  and  movable  ovens,  which  would  doubt- 
less accomplish  a  large  amount  of  baking  with  a  very 
small  expense  for  fuel.  Superior  specimens  of  Flour  and 
Meal  were  also  on  exhibition  from  the  Quinsigamond  Mill 
in  Worcester.  For  the  Committee, 

WM.  MIXTBR,  Chairman. 
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RETURNS  OF  THE  WORCESTER  AGRICULT'L  SOCIETY. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  NOV.  30th,  1856. 

FINANCES. 
Amount  received  from  the  Commonwealth  for  theyear,  - 
"         *'  '  "     the  income  of  the  fund, 

'*         "  "     new  members  and  donations, 

"        "  "     all  other  sources, 

Whole  amount  of  receipts  for  the  year, 
Amount  of  premiums  and  Gratuities  offered,  - 

"  •'  "        a\<arded, 

"         «      *'  "        paid  out, 

Current  expenses  of  the  Society  for  the  year, 
Whole  amount  of  Disbursements  for  the  year. 
Value  of  Real  Estate  belonging  to  the  Society, 
Amount  of  the  permanent  fund,  (par  value,) 
How  is  this  fund  invested?     In  Bank  Stock,  Notes  and  Real  Estate. 
Total  amount  of  all  the  Property  of  the  Society,     -        -        -  35  200  00 
The  Society  is  indebted  about  11,500. 


$600  00 

-   370 

-   1518  00 

-  10,108  77 

$12  596  77 

-   1273  00 

690  00 

690  00 

600  00 

-  10  477  28 

-  30  000  00 

-  5  200  00 

ANALYSIS  OF  PREMIUMS  AND  GRATUITIES  AWARDED. 

FARMS,  &c. 

Amount  awarded  for  Plowing,  at  the  Exhibition,  -        -        -  $76  00 

Total  amount  offered  for  farm  improvements,          .        .        -  100  00 

FARM  STOCK. 

Amount  awarded  for  Bulls, $78  00 

"           "         "  Working  Oxen, 48  00 

"  Milch  Cows, 22  00 

"           "         "  Heifers  and  Calves,     -        -        -        -  66  00 

*'  Fat  Cattle, 48  00 

"  Horses, 128  00 

"   Swine, 43  00 

-  Sheep, 24  00 

"  Poultry, 30  00 

"          ''         ''  all  other  stock,   (Steers,)        -        .        -  74  00 

Total  amount  offered  for  live  stock, 796  00 

"        "     awarded  for  live  stock, 555  00 

•*         "         paid  out  for  live  stock,          _        -        -        -  545  00 

FARM  PRODUCTS. 

Total  amount  offered  for  Grain  and  Root  crops,        -        -        -  74  00 

Amount  awarded  for  Butter  and  Cheese             -        -        -        -  61  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Amodl^t  awarded  for  Agricultural  objects,        -        -        -        -  17  00 

•'             "         "  objects  other  than  Agricultural          -        -  00  00 
Number  of  persons  who  received  premiums  and  Gratuities  for 
Agricultural  objects — ninety-two. 


Names  of  Towns  in  which  sucli  Premiums  and  Gratuities  were  distributed 
and  amount  to  each. 


Auburn 

Barre 

Berlin 

Boylston 

Charlton 

Bolton    

Grafton 

Hardwick 

Holden 

Leicester    

Millbury 

New  Braintree  . 
Northborough  . 
North  Brookfield 

Oakham 

Oxford     

Paxton     

Princeton  .... 
Phillipstou  .  .  . 
Shrewsbury  .  .  . 

Sterling 

Sturbridge    .  .  . 

Sutton 

Southbridge  .  . 
Southboro'    .  .  . 

Upton 

Westborough  .  . 
West  Boylston  . 
Worcester  .... 
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OFFICERS 

OF    THE 

WORCESTER  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY, 

For  1856-7- 


Hon.  JOHN  BROOKb,  rrinceion,  President. 
Thomas  W.  Ward,  Shrewsbury,  Vice  President. 
Seth  Caldwell,   Barre,  "  " 

William  S.  Lincoln,  Worcester,  Bee.  Secretary. 
Charles  M.  Miles,  Worcester,  Treasurer. 


